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sent a fierce bull forth from the waves.     The terrified horses
bolted, threw Hippolytus from the chariot, and dragged him
at their hoofs to death.1     But Diana, for the  love she bore
Hippolytus, persuaded the  leech  Aesculapius  to bring her
fair  young  hunter   back   to   life   by   his   simples.     Jupiter,
indignant that a mortal  man  should  return from  the  gates
of death, thrust down the meddling leech himself to  Hades.
But Diana hid her favourite from the angry god in  a thick
cloud, disguised  his features by adding years to his life, and
then   bore  him   far  away  to  the  dells  of Nemi, where she
entrusted him to the nymph Egeria, to live there, unknown
and solitary, under the name of Virbius, in the depth of the
Italian   forest.     There   he   reigned   a   king,   and   there   he
dedicated   a   precinct   to   Diana.     He  had   a   comely  son,
Virbius, who, undaunted by his father's  fate, drove a team
of fiery steeds to join the Latins in the war against Aeneas
and the Trojans.2     Virbius was  worshipped  as a god  not
only at Nemi but elsewhere ; for in Campania we hear of
a   special   priest   devoted    to   his   service*3      Horses   were
excluded   from   the   Arician   grove   and   sanctuary   because
horses had  killed  Hippolytus.4     It was  unlawful  to  touch
his image.     Some thought that he was the sun.6     " But the
1 Euripides,   Hippolytus,   20   sqq.;     Latinarutn, xiv., No. 2213). The same
Apollodorus, Epitoma,   i.   18  sq.% ed.      title flamen   Virbialis   has   sometimes
R.   Wagner;  Hyginus,  Fabulae*  47;     been   wrongly  read  in   an   inscription
Ovid, Metatn. xv. 497 sqq.                        of Gratianopolis, in Narbonensian Gaul
a Virgil,  Aen.   vii.   761   sqq.,  with     (Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, xii.,
the   commentary  of   Servius;    Ovid,      No.   2238 ;   Orelli,    Inscript.   Latin.
Fasti, iii. 263 sqq., vi. 735 sqq.; id.,      Nos.  2212, 4022).     For the worship
Metam.   xv.   497   sqq. ;   Scholiast on     of Virbius we have also the testimony
Persius, Sat. vi. 56, p. 347 sq., ed. O.      of Servius, on Virgil, Aen. vii.  776 :
Jahn ;  Lactantius, Divin. Inst. i.  17;      "IVam et Virbius inter decs colitur."
Pausanias,  ii. 27. 4; Apollodorus, iii.          * Virgil,   Aen.   vii.   779 sq.; Ovid,
10.  3 ; Scholiast on Pindar, Pyth. iii.      Fasti, iii. 265 sq.
96.     It was perhaps in his  character         6 Servius on Virgil, Aen. vii.  776.
of a serpent that Aesculapius was said      Helbig proposed to identify as Virbius
to have brought the dead Hippolytus     some bronze statuettes found at Nemi,
to  life.    See my note  on  Pausanias,      which  represent a young man  naked
11.  10. 3.                                                    except for a cloak thrown over his left
3 An inscription in the public museum      arm, holding in his extended right hand
at Naples mentions a ftamen Virbialis     a  shallow  bowl,   while   in  his   raised
(Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, x.,      left hand he seems to have held a spear
No. 1493)-    Another inscription men-      or  staff on  which  he   leaned.      See
tions  a  similar   priesthood at  Aricia,      Bullctino del? Inst. di Corrisp. Archeo-
but the  inscription  is forged  (Orelli,      logica*   1885,  p.  229.     But to this H
Tnscript.  Latin.  No.   1457 ;   compare      has been objected by Rossbach (op. cit.
IL   Dessau  on   Corpus  Inscripticmum      p.   162) that Virbius appears to have